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IMPARTIAL INQUIRY, &e. 


F. E R thinking man will allow, that 
both preſent and eternal happineſs is 

only to be ſecured by religion; that it is in 
this alone, we have a remedy for all the evils, 
to which human nature is ſubje&. It there- 
fore follows, that the proper buſineſs of every 
man in this life, is the attainment of it; and 
that every other concern is to be made ſub- 
ſervient to this. Is it not then melancholy 
to obſerve, that the practice of mankind in 
general, is juſt the reverſe of this? — That 
among all the concerns of life, there is none 
leſs attended to than religion; ſo that were 
we to judge of it's importance, from the atten- 
tion we ſee paid to it, we ſhould be apt to 
conclude it to be one of the moſt trifling and 
A indifferent 


1942 


. 
indifferent things in the world ;—a thing, that 


might be neglected without any bad conſe- 
quence. 


And how many and plauſible are the apo- 
logies that are made for ſuch a conduct? — 
One, which is very commonly made, is, that 
the number of different religions in the world, 
makes it impoſſible to judge of the right; 
eſpecially as every party is ſtiffly maintaining, 
and labouring to prove, that theirs is the true 
one; and all appear to have argument on 
their fide. I believe there is nothing more 
frequently urged by irreligious perſons, in 
defence of their conduct, than this, and per- 
haps they have nothing more plauſible; yet, 
I am perſuaded, if we ſift this to the bottom, 
it will be found a mere pretext, to excuſe an 


ungodly life, and ſlothful diſpoſition. For, 


how can a reaſonable man ſuppoſe it conſiſt- 
ent, either with the wiſdom or goodneſs of 
God, to give a revelation of his will to man- 
kind, as the rule of their faith and prattice, in 


ſuch terms as they could not cafily under- 
ſtand, 


1 


ſtand, and only calculated to breed confuſion. 
Let it then be underſtood, that by Religion, 
I mean, that of the Bible, as diſtinguiſhed 
from the Mahometan and Pagan Religions ; 
the divine origin of which book, has been 
proved by many able writers, both from it's 
external and internal evidences, to the con- 
fuſion of every learned infidel, that has ever 
attempted to diſpute it; and to the ſatisfac- 
tion of every ſerious and candid inquirer. 


Of this religion then, I purpoſe in the firſt 


place, to give a plain ſcriptural account ; and 
then, 


Secondly, To inquire, how far it may be 
ſaid to exiſt, amongſt the various denomina- 
tions of Chriſtians in this kingdom. 


Now of religion, I would obſerve firſt in 
general, that it is the will of God revealed to 


men, of the way and manner, in which he 


chooſes to be worſhipped ; which, in one 


word, is by imitating him in all his imitable 


A 2 perfettions : 


$50 


perfettions: ſo that, as there is only one 
God, there can be only one Religion. There 
can no more be a plurality of religions, than 
God can have a plurality of wills. And what 
can be more plainly revealed than this, one 


religion, both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ments ? 


Suppoſe we begin with the account given 
of it, in the words of the great Prophet of 
the Jewiſh Church, as recorded in Deut. vi. 
4, and Lev. xix. 18.— Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord 
thy God is one Lord; and thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy ſoul, and with all thy might ; and thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf. And our Lord 
reciting theſe words, in anſwer to one who 
aſked him, which is the greateſt command- 
ment, obſerves, there is no greater command- 
ment than theſe. This account of religion 
is further confirmed to us, by the concuring 
teſtimony of the inſpired writers ; and a very 
particular, and moſt excellent one is given us 
by St. Paul, in the thirteenth chapter of his 
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firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians; where he 
ſhows, that the greateſt degree of knowledge, 
the moſt exalted gifts, even that of prophecy 
itſelf, with the greateſt ſhow of outward reli- 
gion, even the giving all our goods to feed 
the poor, and our body to be burned, rather 
than renounce our profeſſion, if we have not 
this divine, inward principle, it will profit us 
nothing :—we may indeed be highly eſteemed 
of men, but odious in the ſight of God. 
Where this divine principle exiſts, it will al- 
ways exert itſelf in all works of piety towards 
God, and in works of charity towards our 


neighbour. And as this alone will make our 


outward works pleaſing in the ſight of God, 


It 1s this only, that can make them pleaſant 
to ourſelves. 


This is that work of God in the ſoul, which 
our Saviour terms being born again, and St. 
Paul, a new creation, and being renewed in 
the ſpirit of our minds ;—becauſe, a man 1s 
then changed from what. he was by nature, 
namely, from having a carnal mind, which 

was 
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was enmity againſt God, and goodneſs,—to 
love God, and whatever bears any relation 
to him. 


I believe, few will ſay, that this is not a 
plain, ſcriptural account of religion, or that 
it is not a very deſirable thing to be poſſeſſed 
of; becauſe, ſo far as it prevails in the ſoul, 
it will baniſh whatever has a tendency to make 
men miſerable. Reſtleſs deſires, painful fears, 
either of preſent or future evils; uneaſy paſ- 
ſions, that harrow up the ſoul; all are ſub- 
ducd, as far as religion prevails therein. 


Soft peace ſhe brings wherever ſhe arrives, 
She builds our quiet as ſhe forms our lives: 
Lays the rough paths of peeviſh nature even, 
And opens in each breaſt a little heaven. 


Perhaps ſome will ſay, we do not, we can- 
not objett to this religion, but it is far above 
our reach; we cannot attain unto it. No, 
indeed, you cannot by your own natural pow- 


er or ability; neither does God require this 
of 
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1 
of you. But if you conſult his word, you 


will there find the way to attain it, is made 
as plain as the thing itſelf. 


How can this be more plainly taught, than 
in the words of the great Prophet of the 
Chriſtian Church, with which he opens hts 
miſſion :—The kingdom of heaven is at hand ; 
repent. ye, and believe the Goſpel. —The king- 
dom of heaven, and the kingdom of God, as 
they are frequently uſed by the inſpired wri- 
ters, are only different phraſes for the ſame 
thing, —namely, true religion ;—which is a 
fore-taſte of, and the way to eternal glory. 
This plainly appears from the words of St. 
Paul, where he ſays, —The kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink, (outward obſervances) but 
rigliteouſneſs, and peace, and joy, in the Holy 
Ghoſt.—This is the religion I have deſcribed. 


The way to attain it, according to our 
Lord's direction, is repentance and faith.— 
The demand of repentance being univerlal, 
implies univerſal guilt, -So St. Paul, God 

hath 


ll G 
| | hath concluded all under fin. A fecling ſenſe 
| of this — namely of our ſinfulneſs, guilt, and 
i| helpleſſneſs, ſo as to extort the cry, —What 
| muſt I do to be ſaved, —joined with a hearty 
deſire of being ſaved in the way that God 
hath appointed, is the repentance which is 
here demanded. This is the knowledge of 
our diſeaſe, which leads us to ſeek a cure. 
By faith we receive that cure, — namely, par- 


don for all our ſins, and the renewal of our 
ſouls after the image of God. The procuring 
cauſe of this grace is, the merits of the death 
of Chriſt, whoſe blood only cleanſeth from 
fin. The condition which God requireth of 
us is, a firm reliance upon this, which is term- 
ed faith. Then it 1s, that the burthen of fin 

\ 3s removed, and the weary and heavy-laden 
find reſt. Then it is, that we love him, be- 
cauſe he firſt loved us. Then it is, that we 
receive of his ſpirit, and are enabled to run 
the way of his commandments with delight 
and pleaſure, 
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Before I proceed any further, permit me 
to make the appeal to your own heart: Does 
not your own conſcience teſtify, that this is a 
plain ſcriptural account of religion ?!—And 
that the way deſcribed to attain it, is equally 
plain and ſcriptural ? | 


Where then lies the difficulty ſo many com- 
plain of, of coming at the truth? Why here 
it lies :—Firſt, in the want of a ſerious, inqui- 
ſitive, teachable diſpoſition :—Secondly, in 
leaving the pure fountain of truth for muddy 
ſtreams; the corrupt gloſſes and comments of 
men, by which many endeavour to accom- 
modate the Scripture to their own way of 
thinking, and manner of life. Here is the 
ground of the confuſion complained of. The 
perverſeneſs of men, not the obſcurity of the 
Scriptures. — For theſe are ſo plain in all 
eflential points, that he who runs, may read. 
— But if this is the only religion of the Bible, 
who are they that make another? Particular 


modes of worſhip, or opinions, whether right 
B or 
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or wrong, are no more religion, than a ſtring 
of beads is religion. 


Forms of worſhip, when moſt agreeable to 


the ſcripture plan, are only ſo far good, as 


they are uſed with a right intention ;—namely, 
as means to obtain the end. But to miſtake 
them for religion itſelf, is an egregious blun- 
der indeed. And it is equally certain, that 
right opinions are no more religion, than 
forms of worſhip ;—which is fully confirmed 


by the words of St. Paul.—Though I have all 


knowledge, and underſtand all myſteries, and have 
not love, I am nothing. 


Having now executed the firſt part of my 


plan, in giving a plain ſcriptural account of 


religion, I have cleared the way for the ſe- 
cond ;—namely, to inquire, how far it may 
be ſaid to exiſt among the ſeveral denomi- 
nations of Chriſtians in this kingdom ? 


And here I am well aware of the difficulty 
that attends me,-How hard it will be to 


ſpeak 


_ 
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ſpeak plain truth, and not give offence The 
account I am about to give, is an humiliating 
one to each denomination, of whom I ſhall 
ſpeak. I ſhall therefore very probably offend 
many of thoſe, who have accuſtomed them- 
ſelves to think very highly of their own ſett. 
But whatever may be the event, I can truly 
ſay, I have no ſuch intention. I only wiſh 
to ſhow my countrymen, whoſe happineſs is 
dear to me, that while they are neglecting re- 
ligion, or ſubſtituting any thing in it's place, 
they are ſeeking death in the error of their 


life. I have entitled my book an impartial 


mmquiry, and muſt beg leave to be conſiſtent 
with what I there profeſs; and permit me to 


ſay, that what I now write, is not mere con- 


jecture, or haſty concluſions from ſuperficial 
views, but the reſult of many years cloſe at- 
tention, and calm conſideration. 


The moſt numerous body of Chriſtians ſo 
called, are thoſe who profeſs themſelves mem- 
bers of the Church of England. And thus 
much mult be ſaid in behalf of that Church, 

B 2 that 
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that the religion I have deſcribed, and the 
way of attaining it, are expreſsly taught in her 
Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies; of which 
every one may ſatisfy himſelf, who chooſes to 
conſult them. But how far are the lives and 
tempers of her members conformable to her 
doctrines? Do the bulk of theſe love God 
with all their heart, and their neighbour as 
themſelves ?—Nothing leſs :—They do not 
even pretend to it, —Nay, it is well if they do 
not account it mere enthuſiaſm and madneſs. 
So far from poſſeſſing this, they are not even 
ſeeking it. For how few are there among 
them, who are not living in open, known fin ; 
that are not living cither in ſome kind of in- 
Juſtice, lying, ſwearing, drunkenneſs, unclean- 
neſs, ſabbath-breaking, and other acts of wick- 
edneſs !—Conſequently, they cannot be ſaid, 
either to repent, or believe the Goſpel ; fo 
that, although they are Chriſtians in name, 
they are perfect Heathens, both in heart and 
life.—But how is it with them in point of 
knowledge ? — Do they not underſtand the 
principles of the religion they profeſs ?—Are 

they 
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chey not acquainted with the doQrines of 


their own Church ?—Much the ſame as they 
are with the tenets of Confucius, or the doc- 


trines of the Gymnoſophiſts :—Converſe with 


them about Chriſtianity, and you will find, 
they know as much of the nature and deſign 
of it, as thoſe to whom the word of God 
never came. Such, I fear, is the major 
part of our national Church !—But, ſtill there 
are many, who are not thus corrupt in their 
manners; who are not only free from open 
vice, but are found exerciſing themſelves in 
good works ;—they feed the hungry, they 
cloathe the naked, and are conſtant in the uſe 
of the means of grace. I acknowledge there 
are many ſuch, and cannot but pity their con- 
dition. I fear there are thouſands, who being 
ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, (that is, God's 
method of juſtifying ſinners) are thus going 
about to eſtabliſh a method of their own, as 
the ground of their acceptance with him.--If 
their righteouſneſs is no deeper than this, it is 
ſtill no more, if ſo much as the righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, Conſequently, 

they 
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they cannot ſee the kingdom of God.—Hav- 
ing ſpoken of the Laity of the Church of 
England, let us turn our thoughts to the Cler- 
gy, and try what we can diſcover of religion 
among them.—In what I have ſaid reſpetting 
the Laity, I would not be underſtood that 
there are no exceptions to be made. 


I believe there are ſome, and I charitably 
hope there are more than there appear to be. 
But in the courſe of many years, I have met 
with exceeding few. And thus much it is 
neceſſary to premiſe, reſpecting the Clergy, 
that what 1 now write, applies to the greater 
part of them, but not to every individual. 


— Reſpecting then the greater part of the 


Clergy, I am ſorry to ſay, they neither preach 
nor live the Goſpel.—Nay, it is to be feared, 
that it was never the deſign, either of them- 
ſelves, or of thoſe who ſet them apart for what 
is called Holy Orders. I will not ſay, that 


that maxim prevails univerſally ;—* F the boy 


*zs fit for nothing elſe, make him a parſon.”— 
But ſuppoſing he was fit for ſomething elle, 


Was 


7 
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( 17 ) 
was the glory of God, and the good of ſouls, 


the motive that induced either the parents or 


* guardians to appoint, or him to accept the 
ſacred office? Was it not rather a genteel 


maintenance, and an eaſy and reputable em- 


| ployment ?—Yet, nevertheleſs, when the fo- 


lemn queſtion is put at ordination, — Do you 
truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy 


* Ghoſt, to take upon you this office and miniſtra- 
ion, to ſerve God, for the promoting of his glory, 
and edifying of his people — The anſwer is 
given in the affirmative.—W hat !—when you 
are conſcious that the love of money, caſe, or 
honour, is that which moves you ?—What 
Vonder that the curſe of God ſhould reſt upon 
7 ſuch perſons, and all their miniſtrations, who 


dare thus affront God, by making merchan- 
diſe of ſacred employments ?—If the leading 
motive, the intention be thus corrupt in any 
preacher, no wonder that his doctrines and 
manners are equally ſo.—Reſpetting the doc- 
trines now taught by the greateſt part of the 
Church Clergy :—It is quite contrary to the 
dottrines of the Church; which doArines, 
they 
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they have ſworn to teach and defend. I in- 
ſtance firſt, in that of original ſin, ſo ſtrongly 
ſet forth by the Church in her ninth article. 
This is either totally denied, or but partially 
acknowledged ;—for, when do we find them 
| faithfully declaring to men their fallen con- 
dition, both from the favour and image of 
God, which lays the foundation for that re- 
pentance, which never needs to be repented 
of ?—Secondly, in the doarine of juſtification 
by faith, contained in the eleventh article.— 
Inſtead of which, they maintain, that our juſ- 
tification is by our own works, which mult be 
previous to it. Herein they diſcover their 
total ignorance of man's condition by nature, 
and of the whole axconomy of the Goſpel 
way of ſalvation. 


The doctrine of the new birth is alſo great- 
ly miſrepreſented. By them, this 1s repre- 
ſented, as being only an outward thing, — 
namely, water, baptiſm, and outward refor- 
mation. But the Church, more conſiſtent with 
the Scripture, ſhows it to be ſuch a change of 

heart, 
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heart, as I have already deſcribed ;—that is, 
an inward change, from inward fin to inward 
holineſs. Indeed, theſe grand points, ſo effen- 
tial to Chriſtianity, are ſeldom introduced by 
them; for truly, they do not ſeem to know 
what to make of them. 


Inſtead of theſe, we generally have ſubſti— 
tuted a little dry morality, hardly equalling 
in ſublimity, that of Seneca or Epittetus ; 
and the manner of diſpenſing it equally dull 
with the ſubject. Who can wonder then, that 
none are awakened by ſuch preaching, to a 
ſenſe of their ſinfulneſs and helpleſſneſs; that 
the people are overwhelmed with ignorance 
and vice, or deluded with a vain conceit, that 
a negative goodneſs is all that God requires 
of them; reſting in the form, without the 
power of godlineſs ?- Of ſuch a poor, fallen 
Church, may it not be ſaid ; 


But does ſhe ſtill exiſt in more than ſound ? 
The Church Alas where 15 ſhe to be found ? 
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Not in the men, however digntſy'd, 

Who would her Creeds repeal, her Laws deride ; 
Her Pray'rs expunge ; her Articles diſown ;* 
And thruſt the filial Godhead from his throne ; 
Vet flill maintain therr Antichriſtian plea, 

And cry, * The Temple of the Lord are e! 


How is the fine gold become dim? How 
is our wine mixed with water? - Where is the 
zeal and diſintereſted love of our forefathers, 
who loved not their lives unto death, but 
gave them to the flames, in defence of theſe. 
truths, and of pure and undefiled religion ; 
and in the midſt of their ſufferings, crying 
out, —* I reſign my life with joy, in teſtimony of 
« the dorine of Jeſus 2” Where are the ſuc- 
ceſſors of thoſe pious men, whole lives were a 
living ſermon; a true picture of the truths 
they taught ?—Where are the paſtors, who 
now can fay,—[ have coveted no man's ſilver, 

or 


* Witneſs the applications that have been made 
to Parliament, to ſet aſide ſubſcription to the Arti- 
cles. 
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or gold, or apparel; I have with-held from you 
nothing which was profitable, but have preached 
to you, and taught you publicly, and from houſe 
to houſe. —Yea, I have not ſhunned to declare to 
you the whole council of God ;—to warn every one 
night and day with tears ;—and to teach you hu- 
mulity, and charity, both by example and precep!. 
How ſtriking is the contraſt between the old 
paſtors, whoſe practice is thus recorded in the 
twentieth of the Acts, and that of our mo- 
derns Who naw viſits from houſe to houſe, 
unleſs it be for tithes and offerings ?—But 
why not to inquire how their precious fouls 
proſper ; and whether the fear and worſhip 
of God are kept up in their families ?—Alas ! 
there is no time for this !—Cards, and plays, 
allemblies, and genteel viſits, (if not hunting 
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+ How widely different to this, is the practice of 
many of our preſent Clergy ; who, although poſ- 
leſſing abundance, are frequently commencing law- 
ſuits with their poor pariſhioners about ſmall tithes : 


By which, they contribute much to make themſelves 
odious ! 


- 
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and racing) leave no room for this...Unhappy 
men! when God makes inquiſition for blood, 
where will you appear ?—Do you never con- 
ſider, that you are accountable to God for the 
ſouls, of which you have taken the charge ? 
And that if they periſh through your neglett, 
God will require them at your hand ? 


Having taken a review of our national 
Church, which affords us a ſad ſpettacle of 
the ſtate of religion in her; we will now turn 
our eycs to the ſeveral denominations of Dil- 
ſenters ;—only confining ourſelves to thoſe, 
whoſe numbers appear to be conſiderable. 


One of the moſt conſiderable of them for 
numbers, are, thoſe who are ſtiled Indepen- 
dents; who, if we except their opinions about 


Church-government, and the form of worſhip, 
the difference in points of dottrine, between 


them and the Church, is very ſmall. They 
maintain, that the eſſence of religion, is the 
love of God, and our neighbour ;—and that 
this 1s only attainable by faith in Chriſt ;—and 

that 
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| that it is alſo neceſſary, in order to this, a 


man ſhould be convinced of his total aliena- 
tion from God by nature, and come to him 
through Chriſt for mercy, in his own proper 
charatter ;—namely, that of a guilty, hell-de- 
ſerving ſinner. : 


Theſe are the doftrines maintained in their 
Catechiſms, and books of inſtruttion ; and 
theſe are the doarines J have deſcribed, as 
maintained by the Church. And thus much 
muſt be ſaid in behalf of their teachers, that 
the major part of them do maintain their doc- 
trines, although there are ſome exceptions to 
be made among them, 


It muſt alſo be acknowledged, that there 
are ſome pious men among them ;—men, who 
live as well as preach the Goſpel ; and are in 
this reſpett, examples to their flocks :—And 
that the effect of this is viſible in their con- 
gregations. But till, what a number of ex- 
ceptionable things, are there to be found 
among them alto, 


Is 
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Is not that root of bitterneſs, the want of 
a pure intention, in undertaking the ſacred 
office of preaching, to be found in many of 
their preachers ?—Hence it is, that although 
the judgment may be better informed, the 
heart and life, and the ſucceſs of their miniſ- 
trations, are no better than many of the 
Church Clergy. For, the knowledge of the 
truth will ſtill profit nothing, if it is held in 
unrighteouſneſs. Therefore, what I have ſaid 


of the Church Clergy, will apply to theſe 
alſo. 


Another material hurt to this community, 
is the violent attachment of many of their 
teachers to rigid Calviniſm : — making the 
doctrine of unconditional election and repro- 
bation, the whole of their theme. By which 
means, what they build with one hand, they 
pull down with the other. Theſe are conti- 
nually aſſerting, in ſpite of common ſenſe, — 
that when God ſays, © he willeth not the 
death of a ſinner, but had rather that all 
* ſhould come to the knowledge of the truth, 

« and 
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and be ſaved,” —he does not mean all, nor 
even the greateſt part, but only a very ſmall 
* number.—That when he ſays, © he is loving 
® © to every man, and that his mercy is over all 


© « his works, he does but diſſemble; for he 
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really hates the greateſt part of them, and had 
conſigned them to eternal miſery, before they 
were born, 


It is in vain that we repreſent to them, how 
repugnant this dottrine is to the tenor of 
Scripture, and the ideas we muſt neceſſarily 
form of the wiſdom, juſtice, mercy, and good- 
neſs of God. The Scriptures, we are told, 
muſt not be underſtood as they appear to us, 
but according to the limits of this doctrine. 


It is in vain alſo that we repreſent to them, 
the horrid conſequences with which this doc- 
trinè is fraught ;—particularly, the making the 
Son of God, one of the greateſt diſſemblers 
that ever exiſted : — Mocking his creatures 
with ſham affers of mercy, which he knew 


they could not accept, and he never intended 
for 


( 26 ) 


for them ;—then piteouſly weeping over them, 
and telling them, he would have gathered 
them, but they would not ;—and laſt of all, 
formally judging and condemning them, for 
what they could not help. 


Now would not ſuch preachers do well 


to conſider, that this is not the method of 
preaching, adopted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
whoſe offers of ſalvation are always general 
and unlimited, upon the conditions of repent- 
ance and faith, which all men through the 
preventing grace of God may perform: And 
that the deſtruftion of ſinners, is never by 
them attributed to any other cauſe, than the 
non-performance of theſe conditions. 


But if it is in conſequence of an uncon- 
ditional decree, as they aſſert, then. that is 
quite another cauſe; and it is ſhameful pre- 
varication to impute it to the former. 


The effect of ſuch preaching is but too ob- 
vious, which in ſome is dreadful ſecurity ;— 
preſuming 
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preſuming upon God's mercy, with nothing 
more than dead faith, while the heart remains 
earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. In others, the 
effets are ſhocking licentiouſneſs ;—and in 
others, perfect indifference about any reli- 
gion :—And although we may find here and 


there one who eſcapes the contagion, yet how 


ſmall is their number! 


Draw the parallel between the bulk of In- 
dependents and Churchmen, and how ſmall 1s 
the difference, as to inward religion !—Are 
there many of the latter living in open vice ? 
—So there are of the former.—Are there 


many of the one lovers of money, lovers of 


honour, and lovers of pleaſure, more than 
lovers of God ?—So there are of the other. 


Are there many Churchmen, who have the 
form of godlineſs without the power ?—So 
there are Independents alſo :—So that the 


real difference, as to the bulk, is little more 
than a name. 


D The 
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The next body of profeſſors I would turn 
my thoughts to, are thoſe denominated Preſ- 
byterians. With reſpett to ſome of theſe, I 
believe the difference between them and the 
Independents, is little more than that which 
reſpects the appointment of preachers ;—there- 
fore, what I have ſaid of, the one, applies 
equally to the other alſo. But, reſpeCting a 
conſiderable number of this community, the 
caſe is widely different. Some of them having 
embraced the doctrine of Arius, and others 
thoſe of Socinius ;—from which they are de- 
nominated Arians and Socinians. 


The ſentiments and manners of theſe are ſo 
nearly allied, that there is no need that I 
ſhould review them ſeparately ;—as, what 1 
ſay of the one, will apply to the other. 


The doftrines maintained by theſe, are, 
that Chriſt is a creature. From which prin- 
ciple, they are led to deny ſeveral other im- 
portant doctrines of Chriſtianity ;—particu- 
larly, that of the fall of man, from the favour 

| and 


C 
= ** 
IF « = 5 . by . 


— 2 on of 
8 * * r Go * 
l IX, hes”. 


$4 * 1 4 * * _ 
n 4 1 
”» . : * ** 
a 
* p 4 p 1 
A 2 24 q & . 
. 7 © 2 
— 224 by p 5 
2 5 5 * 


* 
« 
4. 
AY 
*. 
. 
> * 
* 4 ö 
* 
1. 
CY 
7 
* 
"BR 
$* x 
_ 
Mn 
4 


( 29 ) 


and image of God ;—and the atonement made 
by the death of Chriſt, for the fins of man- 
kind. The effect of which principles, is, that 
men are no longer taught to conſider them- 
ſelves as fallen, guilty creatures, by nature, 
children of wrath, without righteouſneſs, and 
without ſtrength ; but endued with ſuch pow- 
ers, as ſhall enable them to do whatever is 


needful, to recommend them to the divine 
favour. 


And thus it happens, when men have been 
led through pride, to ſet up reaſon above 
revelation, and not to receive the Scriptures 
as the ſtandard of truth. Indeed, it is then 
no wonder that they ſhould run into theſe, 
or greater abſurdities. For then, if reaſon 
will not have it ſo, Chriſt ſhall neither be 
God, nor ſatisfy divine juſtice. It is then 
in vain, (as a certain writer remarks) © That 
* we plead in behalf of the former, that the 
* Scripture affirms, he is the Lord from hea- 


„ven: — That he hath laid the foundations of 


* the earth, and that the heavens are the 
D 2 « works 
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% works of his hands.—And that the moſt 
« diſtinguiſhing characters of the Almighty 
« are aſcribed to him, as he is God over all, 
e blefled for ever, Alpha and Omega, the 
* firſt and the laſt: And the incommunicable 
title of Jehovah is attributed to him, with 
* the ſame frequency and indifference, as to 
* the Father himſelf.—It will be in vain to 
e inſiſt upon his character, as that he was a 
« perſon, far from uſurping any undue ho- 
* nours Who yet maintained his unity with 9 
* the Father, in the face of his enemies, and 
« alſo died for bearing teſtimony, to the truth % 
* of his being the Son of God.” —All this, of 
and much more ſhall be denied, if reaſon 3 42 


cannot comprehend it. g t 
. 

Some of theſe gentlemen have a ſhort way 
of getting rid of every text, that makes againſt * 
their favourite ſcheme, by calling it's autho- L 4 
rity in queſtion.— Thus, a ſhort time back- 7 


ward, when one of them was preſſed with the 
prayer of dying Stephen, as an argument for 
the divinity of Chriſt, he made no ſcruple to 


| lay, 
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y, it was an interpolation ;—and another 
odeſtly told me, he never thought Stephen 
lear in the divinity.— Now, if pure and un- 


Aduefiled religion is found to exiſt in any degree 


among theſe people, I think it cannot be im- 
puted to the purity of their dottrine. Where- 


Peer then we turn our eyes, to look for 
—ZGoſpel, truth, and Chriſtian righteouſneſs, it 


uſt not be with them ! 


Let ug next turn our attention to thoſe, 
ho are called Anabaptiſts.— Theſe, I believe, 


are far leſs numerous, than either the Inde- 


- 


pendents or Preſbyterians. But, ſmall as they 
are, they are far from being unanimous in 
heir ſentiments, unleſs in ſtiffly maintaining 


N the doctrine of adult baptiſm by immerſion, 
10 be the only true baptiſm. I believe there 
5 are no people upon earth of equal number, 


ho entertain a greater variety of opinions: 


Some of theſe are rigid Calviniſts ;—others 
are rigid Arminians ;—ſome are Arians ;—and 


4 ſome Socinians:— And what ſeems to charac- 
© ieriſe this ſect is, an uncommon itch for diſ- 


puting 


( a2 ) — 


puting upon uneſſential points. Hence it is, 
that we find them not only diſputing with all 


the world, but alſo frequently diſputing with 1 
one another, And the effects of this are juſt 
ſuch as might be expected ;—as nothing is 1 
more likely to deſtroy peace, humility, anld 
love, than a conſtant wrangling about opi- 
nions. So that whatever exceptions we may 
make here in behalf of ſome individuals, of ; 
both preachers and people, who have the lov- | A 
ing fear of God in their hearts, and his glory I A 
in view, it is far from being a general caſe.— I r 
And what I have ſaid of the bulk of the fore- 
going denominations, may be ſaid of thele 
alſo, 


But does not religion flouriſh among the 


people called Quakers ? 


If we may rely upon the teſtimony of re- 


ſpectable witneſſes, it did once.—lIt is ſaid, 


they once were a people filled with love, 

meekneſs, and humility ; — patiently doing 

and ſuffering the will of God, and teſtifying © 
_ | againſt "4 
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Fe bainſt an ungodly world, and bearing perſecu- 
I on with unſhaken firmneſs.—I will not now 
enter into any diſcuſhon of their opinions: If 
N ey will perſiſt, that the Scriptures are to be 
underſtood only in a myſtical ſenſe, let them 


abound in their own wiſdom. 
3 Fpirit and praftice now correſpond with that 


But, do their 


f their anceſtors ?—Should they ſay ſo, their 
wn hearts would condemn them.—The fin- 


ere part of them will acknowledge it does 


ot. For, although their outward deportment 


% zin general, may be leſs exceptionable than 
4 many others, it is confeſſed, that a worldly 
ſpirit, (that is, an earthly, covetous ſpirit) has 
; ” the aſcendancy over the greater part of 


them; and that a regular ſort of luxury and 
ſoftneſs is equally conſpicuous among them.— 
A certain writer obſerves, “ That it is eaſy 


1 us to diſcern how this people fell into this ſnarc 
of the devil.—They were at firſt a poor, 


** deſpiſed, afflicted people ; then, what ſome 
= of them had to ſpare was little enough, to 


F #* relieve the needy members of their own 
8 X 6 ſociety. 


In a few years they increaſed in 
« goods, 


( 34 ) 
“goods, and were able to relieve more than 


te their own poor. But they did not beſtow 
© what they had to ſpare from them on the 


* poor of other ſocieties ;—it remained either 


* to lay up, or expend it in ſuperfluities.— 
Some choſe the one way, and ſome the 
other.“ So that here alſo we can only make 
a few exceptions, and place the reſt with thoſe 
who are Chriſtians in name only. 


But, is there any thing exceptionable 2- 
mong the Methodiſts ;—the people who have 
riſen and multiplied in our land in a ſhort 
time, ſo as nearly to equal in number, thoſe 


of any denominations of Diſſenters? — In 


ſpeaking of theſe alſo, it is neceſſary to make 
a diſtinction, namely, between thoſe who are 
properly, and thoſe who are improperly called 
Methodiſts. Thoſe who are properly called 
Methodiſts, are the followers of Mr. John 
Weſley ; to whom, with his brother, the late 
Mr. Charles Weſley, and ſome of their affoci- 


ates, the name was firſt given at Oxford, in the _ 


year 1729,--Not for any particular opinions 
. they 


2 
8. 
1 
3 
\ N 
* «| 
* 
9 
1 
MR. 
4 
4 


775 
5 
% 
1 


( 35 ) 


ey maintained, but becauſe of the regularity 
f their lives. 


: Thoſe who are improperly called Method- 


—iſts, are the followers of the late Mr. George 


Whitfield, who ſeparated from them, in con- 
ſequence of his embracing the Calviniſtic 


* dottrines of unconditional election and repro- 


F 


= bation. 


Of the latter 1 will ſpeak in the firſt place, 
and then of the former. - Mr. Whitfield con- 


tinued his labours about thirty-three years; 


and the ſucceſs of his miniſtry in gathering 
large ſocieties, is well known. His ſentiments 


are thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church, except in 


the above-mentioned inſtance; which, whe- 
= ther it is held by the Church, or not, has been 


2 ably diſputed.* 
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* See the Church of England vindicated from 


7 the Charge of abſolute Predeſtination, by the Rev. 
| Walter Sellon, 
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And thus much is certain, it was not the 
ſentiment of ſome of our moſt eminent re- 
formers, as their writings teſtify. Particularly 
thoſe truly great and good men, Biſhops La- 
timer, Ridley, and Hooper.—Mr. Whitfield 
was greatly ſupported by the preſent Counteſs 
of Huntingdon, who made him her Chaplain, 
and by other great perſonages ; who, after his 
death, (which happened in. the year 1770) 
have greatly exerted themſelves in ſupporting 


the ſame cauſe, particularly in training up 


and ſupporting preachers; by which means, 
their number has been greatly augmented, — 
particularly in and about London. That there 
are many truly pious perſons among theſe 


people, cannot be diſputed but, that the 


major part are ſuch, may be queſtioned. One 
great cauſe of which may be owing to their 
violent attachment to Calviniſm, which will 
ever more or leſs lead to Antinomianiſm.— 


Hence I apprehend it is, that we ſee ſo much 


conformity to the world, in it's ſpirit and cuſ- 
toms among theſe alſo, 


Their 


ED 


Ir 


quiſhed. 
up by the roots, and not a ſingle twig leſt for 
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> Their violent attachment to the peculiari- 
Jries of Calviniſm, led them in the year 1771, 
to make a violent attack upon Mr. John 
. Weſley, for ſome minutes of a conference 
which he publiſhed, containing ſome Anti- 
© Calviniſtic propoſitions. 
one of the greateſt conteſts on that point, that 


This gave riſe to 


perhaps has happened ſince the meeting of the 
: Synod of Dort ;—in which, the whole force 
of Calviniſtic logic was diſplayed, by the ſe- 
veral champions of that party: — all which 
5 was withſtood by the ſingle pen of Mr. John 
Fletcher, —whole great erudition, ſtrong un- 
derſtanding, found judgment, manly elo- 
quence, and exalted piety, which ever kept 
his mind undiſturbed, joined together in the 
cauſe of truth which had been obſcured, gave 
him a vaſt ſuperiority over his opponents.— 
So that, after a conteſt of about five years, the 
- Calviniſts fairly quitted the field, although 


they did not ſtoop to own themſelves van- 
In this conteſt, Calviniſm was torn 


E 2 it 
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it to hang upon, unleſs in the obſtinacy, cre- 
dulity, or inattention of it's votaries. 


Reſpetting the original Methodiſts, the fol- 
lowers of Mr. John Weſley, we muſt acknow- 
ledge, that if religion does not flouriſh among 


his followers, the blame does not lie with 
him. 


We have ſeen him indefatigable in his pub- 
lic labours for near fifty years; and now, at 
the age of eighty-ſix, abating nothing of his 
labours and travels. Impartial in his atten- 
tion, inſtructions, reproofs, and aſſiſtance of 
every kind, to all orders and ranks of men; 
ſo that we may ſay, that in this reſpect, mo- 
dern hiſtory has not furniſhed us with ſuch 
an inſtance. His dottrines are thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, unmixed either with Cal- 
viniſm, or Antinomianiſm :—his writings are 
conciſe, yet conſpicuous in an eminent de- 
gree ;—and in theſe, as in his diſcourſes from 
the pulpit, much is ſaid in a little, 


Good 


e 


180000 


Good diſcipline alſo, as far as he is able to 
1 enforce it, is alſo kept up in his ſocieties.— 
From ſuch an able, indefatigable preacher 
and manager, great things might be expected; 
and indeed, great things have been effected: 
| —a great part of the nation has been arouſed 


out of ſleepy ignorance and inattention, and 


many thouſands truly converted to God by 
his preaching, and thoſe in connection with 


him. His followers throughout the three 
kingdoms, are computed at about ſixty thou- 
ſands, and thoſe in America and the Weſt-In- 


dies, amount to many thouſands more ;—and 
- reſpetting real religion, I am perſuaded there 
is more among them, than can be found among 


any other people of equal number. But, does 


it exiſt in ſuch a degree, as might have been 


expetted from a people enjoying ſuch ſingular 
advantages ?—Let us hear Mr. Weſley him- 
ſelf on this head ;—and as I have already 
obſerved, that impartiality is one great part 
of his character, ſo that which follows, in the 
account he gives of his own people, is a con- 


firmation of it.— In one of his publications, 


he 
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he ſays.—* The world ſay, the Methodiſts are 


< no better than other people this is not 


4 true yet it is nearer the truth than we 
* are willing to imagine. For perſonal reli- 
« gion, either towards God or man, is amaz- 
« ingly ſuperficial among us.— l ſhall but juſt 
« touch upon a few generals. — How little 
faith is there among us !—How little com- 
* munion with God !—How little living in 
heaven, walking in eternity, deadneſs to 
* every creature How much love of the 
« world, defire of pleaſure, of caſe, of praiſe, 
« of getting money !—How little brotherly 
* love What continual judging one ano- 


« ther !—What evil ſpeaking, what tale-bear- 


* ing !—What want of moral honeſty among 
* ſervants and journeymen Which of them 
« does his maſter as much work as he can ?— 
And who is there that does as he would be 


done by, in buying and ſelling ?—Family 


religion is alſo ſhamefully wanting in almoſt 
every branch.” — This account was given 
many years backward ;—but as the ſame lea- 


ven has been diffuſing itſelf unto the preſent 
day, 


13 


day, ſo he has not been wanting to bear his 
teſtimony againſt it, both from the pulpit and 
the preſs, as may be ſeen in ſome of his later 
writings.— As the ſame cauſes generally pro- 
duce the ſame effects, ſo we ſee it has hap- 
pened in part to this community, as well as to 
others. When they were moſt poor and de- 
ſpiſed, then they appear to be moſt free from 
corruption, and moſt devoted to God. — But, 
as they have increaſed in worldly riches and 
eſteem, ſo likewiſe in a worldly ſpirit. It was 
by theſe means, that the myſtery of iniquity 


began to work in the Apoſtolic age, as we 
find by what St. Paul wrote to the Corin- 


thians ;—and by the ſame means, the Chriſtian 
Church became corrupted in the days of 
Conſtantine the Great. 


Nor can it be ſaid, that the preachers 


N among this people alſo, are free from corrup- 


tion. For, although we acknowledge, that 
there are a number of pious, ſenſible men 
among them, whoſe only deſign 1s to promote 
the knowledge of God among men ;—yet it 

is 
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is evident, there are many of a contrary cha- 
racter. 


While they were poor, deſpiſed, and perſe- 
cuted, there was little danger that any ſhould 
enter upon that employment from vorldly 
conſiderations. But that barrier ſeems now 
removed :—A Methodiſt Preacher is now far 
better provided for than many a poor Church 
Curate; nor are they any more expoſed to 
the hardſhips they were formerly. 

St. Paul, in writing to the Philippians, ſur- 
priſes us with a very ſtrange account of his 
tellow-preachers ;—where he ſays, © All ſeek 
their own things, not the things of Chriſt.” 
By which, I apprehend, he means, that the 
greateſt part of them were ſeeking their own 
eaſe, honour, or temporal advantage, more 
than the glory of God, and the good of 
ſouls.— Therefore we ought not to wonder, 


ſhould we find it ſo now, 


And 


PA, 
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4 And here lies one great cauſe of the. cor- 


ruption of Chriſtian communities ;—as ſuch 


a diſpoſition will ever lead them to connive 


at the vices of the rich, from whom they have 
expectations; and to neglett and deſpiſe the 


poor.— Vea, it is by theſe means, that at 
length ignorance and licentiouſneſs over- 


whelm both preachers and people. 


As the example and vigilance of St. Paul, 


were not ſufficient to reſtrain this ſpirit in the 


preachers of his day ;—ſo neither have the 


example and vigilance of Mr. Weſley ;— 
Which is evident from their impatience of re- 
ſtraint from him, and their reſtleſs endeavours 


That 
ſuch a diſpoſition prevails much among them, 


to get congregations to themſelves. 


is further evident, from Mr. Charles Weſley's 
Letters to Mr. John, which are publiſhed in 
the Arminian Magazine, for July and Auguſt, 


1789. That good man, it ſeems, was too much 


in the way of their ambitious views, and had, 


as well as his brother, lived too long for 


them. 


F Hence 
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Hence they were led to depreciate his ta- 
lents, and envy the ſucceſs of his miniſtry, as 
he there makes it evident. 


He tells his brother, he thinks them in the 
greateſt danger through pride; and that he 
has no alternative, but to conquer that ſpirit, 
or be conquered by it. He further repreſents 
their blindneſs to their own intereſts, in that 
they want a governor, not only to keep them 
together, but alſo to prevent them from tear- 
ing one another in pieces. — © Give them 
« back,” ſays he, * their firſt poverty, and 
their firſt love, and they vill not deſire to 
* reign without us.” One of themſelves, an 
old experienced preacher, aſſured me, this 
aſſuming ſpirit ſo far prevailed, as to drive 
the beſt of their people from them. 


It is alſo no ſmall grievance to the diſcern- 
ing part of this community, as well as hurtful 
to their cauſe, that many are admitted as 
preachers among them, who are no ways equal 
to the undertaking ;—whoſe incoherent rhap- 

ſodies 


= 
F Y 


as 


the 
he 


rit, 


nts 
hat 


' 4-48; 3 


Jodies can ſerve no valuable purpoſe, but 


only tend to make the very name of preach- 
ing odious. 

I judge it needleſs to take any particular 
notice of any other ſetts among us, as not 
having yet made any conſiderable progreſs ; 
Sand thoſe I have already introduced, will 
ſerve as a ſample of the whole.—And if this 


is a true ſtate of religion among profeſſors, 
(which I think no one will attempt to diſ- 


* prove) how loud then is the call for refor- 

| 1 among every denomination hich, 
as it is the deſign of theſe pages to promote, 
ſo the writer will think himſelf peculiarly 


happy, if any is moved thereby to the laud- 
able undertaking. 


In this little tract it may be obſerved, I 
have touched upon opinions, only ſo far as 
* conceive they affect the eſſence of religion; 
which, how far it exiſts among us, is the one 


point of my inquiry. In opinions that do not 


interfere with this, let every man think and 
1 let 


( 46 ) 795 
let think ;—as uniformity in leſſer matters, is - q 
a thing that can hardly be expetted. —The 7 8 
. call for a reformation among the profeſſors 
| of religion, is not only neceſſary in regard 
} to themſelves, but alſo with reſpett to their 8 0 
influence with others. Who does not know, 
Al chat our land ſwarms with Deiſts, and men 
i who profeſs no religion at all ?—Men, who : 
6 neither believe the Bible, nor frequent any 
1 place of worſhip ?—and when reproved, is 
i not the conſtant plea with which they defend 
5 themſelves,.—“ We do not ſee that the pro- 
* I « feſlors of religion are at all better than 
Wl. - | © others ? -The very ſame weapon has been 
i put into the hands of the Heathens abroad, 
| 1 as well as at home, who, when urged to em- 
* brace Chriſtianity, have frequently aſked what, - 
5 | they ſhall gain, or what they ſhall be the bet- q 4 
1 | ter for becoming Chriſtians ?—And truly, by 4 
WW embracing ſuch Chriſtianity, as they have 2 


been uſed to ſee exhibited in the lives of it's 
profeſſors, their gains would be but ſmall 
nay, it is much if they would not be loſers. 
For now perhaps, they neither ſwear, nor 

cheat, 


8 
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\ 
| 7 ( 4 ) 
"3 
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* , „ 
"Fo 7 
1 * AA 
4 19 * 


eat, nor get drunk, which they have ob- 
| N Tx / of * . 
red the Chriſtian men do. 


But it is ſaid, that religion has been much 

tvived of late years among us. I have ac- 

4 | nowledged that it has.—But ſtill, what pro- 

portion does the real Chriſtian bear to the 

1 hominal, and thoſe who profeſs no religion 
all ? 
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& Suppoſe that there are half a million of real 


* Enriſtians in the nation; — What is this, 

f 0 ompariſon of ſix millions ?—So that, 55 

all the exceptions that charity induces us to 

n ake, when we appeal to matter of fact, and 

Fonſider the open vice practiſed by all or- 

| ders of men,—the neglett, yea, the contempt 
of religion that is now predominant ;—impar- 
e obliges us to ſay, that ſtill the proper 
Fbaralleriſtie of the Engliſh Nation, is ungod- 
Vneſſ. 
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